
 

 

  

Message from the President 
 
Hello Fellow Alumni, 
              I hope each of you had a restful break the 
              this summer. Thank you for your continuous  
              support of our local chapter.  We are doing 
              all we can to ensure that our Vision is met on  
              behalf of our Alma Mater.   We attended,  

 with your support, the 2009 National 
Alumni Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada held 

July 16-18, 2009 at the Golden Nugget Hotel.   
They were expecting about a hundred to attend and I 
think that number was met.  There were a number of 
issues discussed at the National Board Meeting. Such 
as to renovate the current alumni house or build a 
new one; increasing annual dues from $35.00 to 
$50.00 per year; having each chapter to pay an annual 
affiliation fee of $250.00 and using technology to 
better communicate with chapters.  I had to leave 
before the annual business meeting and am not sure 
whether or not those items were approved by the 
national body.  If approved, those new fees would 
begin in January 2010.  
 
As requested, we represented with a check of 
$500.00 toward our support of the new student 
scholarship initiative “Scholarships of Hope”, which 
was changed to “Lifeline Scholarship.”   We may have 
been the only chapter to represent at that meeting. 
 

                                                                                                                     
                   H. Ed Calahan, President 

 

       Local Chapter Update        

    

                                    

    

    

                                                                

 The Austin UAPB/AM&N Alumni Chapter will not 
meet during the months of July and August for 
summer break.  We will resume our monthly meeting 
on September 13, 2009 at the Agape Baptist 
Church, 7801 North Lamar Blvd. F-12 from 1:00 to 
2:00 p.m. The Austin chapter represented at the 
national conference with its first installment of our 
three year commitment in support of the “Lifeline 
Scholarship.” The second installment will be made at 
homecoming in October. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                          Philosophy of Education  

"The end of education is to know God and the 
laws and purposes of His universe, and to 
reconcile one's life with these laws. The 
first aim of a good college is not to teach 
books, but the meaning and purpose of life. 
Hard study and the learning of books are 
only a means to this end. We develop power 
and courage and determination and we go out 
to achieve Truth, Wisdom and Justice. If we 
do not come to this, the cost of schooling is 
wasted". 

                                                            John B. Watson 
First President, AM&N College 

 

                      University Campus Updates   

The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff is 
fully accredited by the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Schools. It has 
program accreditation by the National 
League for Nursing, National Association for 
Schools of Music, American Home Economics 
Association, International Association of 
Counseling Services, and the National 
Association for the Accreditation of 
Teacher Education, and the National 
Association of Industrial Technology. The 
institution is a member of the American 
Council on Education, American Association 
of Colleges for Teacher Education, National 
Association of State Universities and Land 
Grant Colleges, Association of American 
Colleges, and the National Collegiate Honors 
Council.  
 
UAPB STUDENTS EXPERIENCE INTERNSHIPS 
ABROAD  

Opportunities continue to abound for 
students at the University of Arkansas at 
Pine Bluff. These opportunities will provide 
students with summer research experiences 
in which they develop projects under the 
guidance of faculty mentors in the area of 
their major. Recently, three were selected 
to participate in various internship 
experiences around the world. Among those 
students is Pearl Clark, a sophomore-
computer science major.  Her internship 
experience through the National Science 
Foundation takes her to France.  Her 
hometown is Chicago, IL.  Jennifer Caldwell, 
a junior-physics major and Pine Bluff native 
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who landed an internship through the National 
Science Foundation, will begin at Yale University        
in New Haven, CT and finish up in Geneva, 
Switzerland. Leonardo Matthews is a senior fisheries 
biology major from Bridgeport, CT whose internship 
experience takes him to Puerto Rico. 

VESPER CHOIR MEMBERS TO PERFORM AT THE 
KENNEDY CENTER 

Two members of the University of Arkansas at  

Pine Bluff Vesper Choir was selected to participate   

in the Historically Black Colleges and Universities 

(HBCU) National Choir, “The 105 Voices of History” 

at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C. on August 

30, 2009.  Dr. Michael J. Bates, Director of the 

UAPB Vesper Choir, has announced that Mr. Jacob 

Hurley, a senior music major from Kansas City, MO, 

and Mr. Tim Yarbrough, a senior music major from 

Texarkana, TX, will represent the UAPB Vesper Choir 

in this national event.   Both students are voice 

majors and are under the tutelage of Dr. Heidi 

Gordon, Assistant Professor of Music at UAPB.  

Regional activities will include classes on leadership, 

commitment and professionalism. 

The “105 Voices of History” is a national choir 

representing every HBCU in the nation.  It will 

showcase the collective talents of these students at 

a premiere event, hosted by a nationally known 

celebrity.  This event will coincide with the opening 

day of the 2009 National HBCU Celebration Week.  

This national choir was established to provide a 

national voice to America for HBCUs.  It is intended 

to heighten public awareness of the legacy and the 

importance of all university choral and gospel choirs 

on HBCU campuses.  The “105 Voices of History” 

provides a national platform for the HBCU choir 

community to provide access and links to 

partnerships; collaboration for research and grant 

opportunities; national performance venues such as 

the Kennedy Center and a linkage to the National 

Endowment for the Arts for all HBCUs.  The students 

who have been selected to participate in this all-

expenses-paid event will depart on August 26 for this 

valuable four-day experience. 

In addition to the student rehearsals and Kennedy 
Center performance, the choir directors at 
participating colleges and universities have been 
invited to participate in a national summit.  The 
summit will consist of seminars, workshops, colleague 
partnerships, observations and other special events 
designed to facilitate networking, professional 
development and collaboration. 
 

BETTER THAN EVER: FALL SEMESTER SET 
TO BEGIN 
 
The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff will 

welcome students to the 2009 Fall semester 

with a number of improvements, renovations 

and additions. The theme for the year, 

“Accentuating the Positive,”  was given by 

UAPB’s Chancellor, Dr. Lawrence A. Davis, 

Jr., “although we realize we have further 

improvements that need to be made, we are 

better prepared to fulfill our mission now 

than ever before.”  

Renovations 

 

 

 

 

 

While new and returning students are moving 

into the dormitories, they will notice 

structural and aesthetic improvements. All 

of the resident halls, with the exception of 

the Delta, have gone through extensive 

renovations.  New heating and air 

conditioners have been installed, the 

bathrooms have been redone and new 

windows have been installed in Lewis and 

Douglas Halls.  The lounge in each dorm has 

been repainted with the school colors and 

decorated with new portraits, furniture and 

flat screen T.V.’s. The L.A. Davis, Sr. 

Student Union has been transformed into a 

Student Center with computers, a 

Checkers® restaurant with dining booths, a 

pizza and ice cream parlor, game room and a 

renovated suite for student leaders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On August 27, the first day of instruction, 

Music students will notice the second phase 

of construction on the Strong-Lovelace-

Wiley Music wing of the Hathaway-Howard 

Fine Arts building.  

 

 



 

 

This phase includes the addition of practice rooms, 

bathrooms, completion of the Sound Recording Lab 

and expansion of the Band room. The Band room 

expansion includes the addition of a Music library, 

Percussion lab, listening lab, and instrument storage 

and office spaces.  

Additions 

The addition of the Adult Education Center will open 
UAPB’s doors of opportunity to even more students. 
The Adult Education Center is collaboration between 
UAPB and the State of Arkansas Adult Education 
Unit according to Linda Kittler, Director of Adult 
Education at UAPB. The main office is located in room 
227 of the Walker Research Center while the bulk of 
classes are taught in room 107 of the Dawson-Hicks 
hall. The Center offers GED classes Monday-
Thursday and Parenting classes on Fridays on an 
ongoing basis. According to Ms. Kittler, that is just 
the beginning of the offerings, “We offer any adult 
18 or older beginning computer technology classes, 
the Workforce for Alignment and Growth in the 
Economy (WAGE) program, English as a Second 
Language (ESL) [and] anything that is needed at the 
time.”  

 
Four Ronald McNair Scholars Accepted to Graduate 

Programs 
 

The Ronald E. McNair Post-baccalaureate 
Achievement Program is named in honor of Dr. 
Ronald E. McNair, a renowned laser physicist and 
astronaut. Dr. McNair’s life was cut short due to a 
tragic accident aboard the USS Challenger Space 
Shuttle in January 1986.  The program’s goal is to 
encourage and prepare students who are traditionally 
underrepresented in college to pursue graduate 
studies – specifically, the Ph.D. The program provides 
a variety of academic support and services. The 
McNair Scholars Program at the University of 
Arkansas at Pine Bluff was established in 1995. 
 

The McNair Scholars Program prepares selected 
UAPB undergraduates for graduate study at the 
doctoral level. Ten to 15 new McNair Scholars are 
selected each year to participate in both academic 
and summer activities. The McNair Scholars Program 
aims to increase numbers of underrepresented 
students in doctoral programs.  

In spring 2009, the Ronald McNair Scholars 
Program graduated seven scholars. Four of those 
scholars have been accepted into graduate programs 
across the United States.  Kendra Spearman was 
accepted into the Clinical Psychology Graduate 
Program at Ohio State University; Amber Hearn was 
accepted into the Clinical Psychology Graduate 
Program at Drexel University; Audrey Thomas was 
accepted in the Master of Fine Arts in Film 
Production Graduate Program at the College of 
Motion Pictures and Ashley Jackson was accepted 
into the Medical Science Graduate Program at 
Mississippi College. 

The Ronald E. McNair Program encourages ethnic 
minorities, women and other underrepresented 
groups to pursue graduate school opportunities, in 
particular doctoral studies. It is one of the seven 

federally funded TRIO programs, which 
provides direct services to low income 
and/or first-generation college students. 
These programs are designed to help 
students overcome class, social and cultural 
barriers to higher education. 

             National Overview 
 

 

 

 

The Twenty-First National Alumni Summer 
Conference was held in Las Vegas, July 16-
18, 2009. The host hotel is the Golden 
Nugget downtown was very nice and 
accommodating.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This year’s theme was “Strengthening Our 
Resolve To Support UAPB…Our Calling to 
Fulfill.”  The attendance was about the 
number expected. The Host Chapters, Las 
Vegas and California, greeting everyone 
enthusiasm and love. 

 
The National Alumni Association Board 
consists of the following organizational 
structure.                                                                                     

                                     Recruitment 

     

 

         Membership Opportunity 
 

Fellow Alumni the mighty Lions need your 
support.  Please join our efforts in 
supporting the university as she continues to 
provide an excellent education to young men 
and women of this country. 
 

                                   Sign up today! 
              Austin UAPB/ AM&N Alumni Chapter:  

           We Need Your Support    
                Our Meeting Place  

                  

The Austin Chapter of the AM&N/UAPB 
Alumni Association invites you to join in our 
efforts in supporting our Alma Mater. We 
meet every second Saturday at the Agape 
Baptist Church, 7801 North Lamar Blvd. 
Bldg. F-15 at 1:00 P.M. in the “Centre” 
Building Complex. Church Telephone number: 
(512)454-1547. Church Email Address: 
hecagape@sbcglobal.net 
 

                
 
 
 
 

 One Recruit One 

      DRIVE FOR 35 

 

         Contact Information  
    Austin UAPB/AM&N Alumni Chapter  
Our Email Address:   
             Austin_UAPBAlumni@yahoogroups.com    
Our Web Address: 
              http://www.austin-uapb-alumni.org     
Our local Mailing Address: 
           C/o 1700 East 38th Street 
                Austin, Texas 78722-1202 


